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drugs, for which sufficient clinical experience has not been obtained, are not
included. The work is conveniently arranged and efficiently indexed for
handy use by the busy practitioner.
W. F. S.
THE NATURE OF NATURAL HISTORY. By Marston Bates. New York,
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1950. 309 pp. $3.50.
As author, traveler, and scientist, Dr. Bates is well qualified to expand
"the approach of science to the living world" for laymen and specialist
alike. His book has the personal quality of a collection of essays but
contains considerable information from the fields of biological concepts and
the allied sciences, colored with biographical sketches and humor. As one
might expect from the title, he occasionally teeters on the edge of philo-
sophical whirlpools but, in general, confines his discussion more closely to
the questions than to their possible answers. Perhaps the most readable part
of the book deals with biological interrelationships. Here he suggests that
his purpose is the further application of the methods of biological relation-
ships to human achievement outside of science. This purpose is over-
shadowed, however, by a more subtle and important achievement-the
conveyance of his own curiosity and enthusiasm. Thus, The Nature of
Natural History is not a report of new scientific work but rather contributes
to the enjoyment of anyone interested in science or scientists.
0. L. K.
CHARLES DARWIN THE NATURALIST AS A CULTURAL FORCE. By Paul B.
Sears. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1950. ix + 124 pp. $2.00.
In reading Dr. Sears' concise but nonetheless informative evaluation of
Charles Darwin and the theory of evolution one senses that the author is
attempting more than a cursory review of the subject matter. Yet it is
quite difficult to derive a consistent argument with valid conclusions from
his book. Dr. Sears, realizing that knowledge without morality can wreak
destruction on mankind, makes a valiant effort to establish an objective
basis for moral judgment. There must be a universal source of agreement
and an understanding of brotherhood; this, he feels, can come from the fact
of the common descent of man as proclaimed in the theory of evolution and,
to a somewhat limited extent, from science. Even religion is to "square
itself at the start with the physical and biological verities." Yet, science
can give no objective foundation to religion for "religion deals with much
that is beyond the present reach of science." Herein is a dilemma which is
not resolved.
Perhaps if we examine ethical behavior on a broader basis, we may still
hope to discover the universal principle Dr. Sears urgently demands. He
tells us that conduct is based upon man's conception of the kind of universe
of which he is a part. Further, every human culture has its own conception
of the universe, and its standards of "enlightened ethical behavior" are
based upon that concept. Thus it becomes necessary to insist that each
culture have the same basic concept of the universe.